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16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence 
 
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for 
all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” —Galatians 3.28 
 
Each year the United Nations dedicates 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence, which ends 
with the commemoration of Human Rights Day on 10 December. This year individuals and organizations 
all over the world campaign under the theme, “Orange the World: Generation Equality Stands against 
Rape!” 
 
The World Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC) is among the many organizations which supports 
equality between women and men in church and society, noting in the 2004 Accra Confession, “We 
reject any form of injustice which destroys right relations—gender, race, class, disability or caste.” 
 
The WCRC, along with and through the agency of its member churches, is committed to fostering a 
climate of transformation and change and therefore is and has been committed to gender justice at all 
levels as it finds that women have been systematically excluded from significant economic, political and 
social rights, including the right to their own sexuality, fertility and labour.    
 
The main objective of the WCRC gender justice programme is to enable churches to work for the 
transformation of gender relations and partnership. The objectives are to dismantle patriarchy, to enable 
churches to name and address gender injustices, to strengthen women’s participation in the ecumenical 
movement, to promote positive masculinities and to facilitate the transformation and renewal of church 
and society. 
 
The WCRC gender justice policy entails that the WCRC seeks a world in which all persons of diverse 
genders and sexualities live together in dignity, safety, mutual respect and justice; enabling and 
flourishing an environment in which all are able to achieve their full potential, in full enjoyment of life; 
where there is no gender discrimination in decision-making to shape economic, political, social and 
cultural development. 
  
Determining the values that guide and sustain such development and enjoying its benefits, “We reject 
theologies that teach that women are by their biological nature inferior to men, or that women reflect 
the image of God less fully than men, or that women's proper role is limited to procreation and the 
domestic realm, excluding them from taking public responsibility within creation.”* 
 
We therefore call upon all member churches to increase awareness, galvanize advocacy efforts and 
share knowledge and innovations in support of the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence. 
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* From “A Declaration of Faith on Women’s Ordination,” adopted at the 2017 General Council. 


