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This week in the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle we pray with and for the people and churches of Indian Ocean Islands: 
Comoros, Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles. 

  
 
Light font: spoken by one person 
Bold font: spoken by all congregants 
 
[You may stand.] 
 
Opening 
Sing to the Lord a new song; 
let all the people of the earth sing a new song unto the Lord. 
Let us proclaim the glory of the Lord to all the nations 
and the Lord’s marvellous deeds to all peoples.  
For the Lord is great and worthy of praise above all gods. 
The Lord created the heavens and the earth. 
The Lord forgives all our iniquities. 
The Lord heals our diseases. 
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad, 
let the sea resound and all that is in it. 
Let the fields be jubilant and everything in them; 
let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 
Let all creation rejoice before the Lord. 
Let us sing to the Lord a new song. 
 
 
♪ Nyanyikanlah nyanyian baru (Sing the Lord a new song) 
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5. Kings and princes, rulers in all the world  

and judges, magistrates, sages, magi;  
young men and maidens,  
old men and women and the children  
who make the people of God,  
offer him thanks, you are blesses of all,  
offer him thanks, you are blesses of all.  

 
 
Psalm 148 
Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD of the heavens;  
praise God in the heights!  
Praise the LORD, sun and moon;  
praise God, all you shining stars!  
Praise the LORD, you highest heavens,  
and you waters above the heavens!  
Let them praise the name of the LORD,  
for God commanded and they were created.  
The LORD established them for ever and ever; 
and fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 
Praise the LORD from the earth,  
you sea dragons and all creatures of the deep,  
fire and hail, snow and frost,  
stormy wind fulfilling God’s command!  
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!  
Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 
Rulers of the earth and all peoples!  
Young men and women alike, old and young together!  
Let them praise the name of the LORD,  
for God’s name alone is exalted;  
God’s glory is above earth and heaven. 
Praise the LORD! 
 
 
♪ Aleluya Y’in Oluwa! 
 



3 
 

 
 
 
[Please be seated.] 
 
 
Prayer for illumination 
We praise you, O God, 
for the sun of righteousness rises 
with healing in its wings. 
May the warm and healing rays of the light, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 
soften, heal, and transform us 
through the power of your Holy Spirit 
as your Word is proclaimed today. Amen. 
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Scripture reading   Daniel 6:1-15 
1It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, stationed 
throughout the whole kingdom, 2and over them three presidents, including Daniel; to these the 
satraps gave account, so that the king might suffer no loss. 3Soon Daniel distinguished himself 
above all the other presidents and satraps because an excellent spirit was in him, and the king 
planned to appoint him over the whole kingdom. 4So the presidents and the satraps tried to find 
grounds for complaint against Daniel in connection with the kingdom. But they could find no 
grounds for complaint or any corruption, because he was faithful, and no negligence or 
corruption could be found in him. 5The men said, ‘We shall not find any ground for complaint 
against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.’ 
6 So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, ‘O King Darius, 
live for ever! 7All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counsellors and 
the governors, are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an interdict, 
that whoever prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be 
thrown into a den of lions. 8Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign the document, so that 
it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be 
revoked.’ 9Therefore King Darius signed the document and interdict. 
10 Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his house, 
which had windows in its upper room open towards Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees 
three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done previously. 11The 
conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his God. 12Then they 
approached the king and said concerning the interdict, ‘O king! Did you not sign an interdict,that 
anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be 
thrown into a den of lions?’ The king answered, ‘The thing stands fast, according to the law of 
the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.’ 13Then they responded to the king, ‘Daniel, 
one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have 
signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a day.’ 
14 When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to save 
Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him. 15Then the conspirators 
came to the king and said to him, ‘Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that 
no interdict or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.’ 
 
The Wisdom of God  
God’s word made new. 
 
 
Meditation   Rev. Annabelle Lalla-Ramkelawan 
 
 
Prayer of the people 
God of compassion, 
we remember before you 
the poor and the afflicted, 
the sick and the dying, 
prisoners and all who are lonely, 
the victims of war, injustice, and inhumanity, 
and those who are discriminated because of their faiths and nationalities. 
God of all mercies, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord of providence 
holding the destiny of the nations in your hand, 
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we pray for our countries. 
Inspire the hearts and minds of our leaders 
that they, together with all nations, 
may first seek your kingdom and righteousness 
so that order, liberty, and peace may dwell with your people. 
God of all mercies, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O God the Creator, 
we pray for all nations and peoples. 
Joining the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle,  
this week we especially pray for the peoples in the Indian Ocean Islands. 
Take away the mistrust and lack of understanding 
that divide your creatures; 
increase in us the recognition that we are all your children. 
God of all mercies, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O Saviour God, 
look upon your church in its struggle upon the earth. 
Have mercy on its weakness, 
bring to an end its unhappy divisions, 
and scatter its fears. 
Look also upon the ministry of your church. 
Increase its courage, strengthen its faith, 
and inspire its witness to all people, 
even to the ends of the earth. 
God of all mercies, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Author of grace and God of love, 
send your Holy Spirit’s blessing to your children here present. 
Keep our hearts and thoughts in Jesus Christ, your Son, our only Saviour, 
who has taught us to pray:  

 
The Lord’s Prayer (in the language of your choice) 
 
 
[You may stand.] 
 
 
♪ Dios de la esperaza 
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Sending and blessing 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
Know God will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
 
May the blessing of the Triune God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be with us today and remain with us always. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


