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Light font: spoken by one person 
Bold font: spoken by all congregants 
 

 
[You may stand.] 

 
Call to worship 
We lit this candle 
as our thanksgiving ascends to God, Maker of heaven and earth, 
who has gathered and united us in this place. 
♪ Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
 

 
 
We lit this candle 
as a reminder of Jesus’ affirmation 
that we are the light of the world. 
♪ Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
 
We lit this candle 
as our commitment to seek shalom 
is renewed by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
♪ Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
 
Let us worship God, our light and our salvation! 
Let us sing to the Lord with cheerful voice! 
 
 
♪ Vous qui sur la terre habitez (All people that on earth do dwell) 
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Greeting 

Peace, peace to you, 
and peace from the one who helps you! 
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God is the one who helps you! 

Peace, peace to you! 

Let us share peace with one another!  
 
[You may exchange a sign of peace by words and gestures from your countries.]  
 
 
♪ Behold how good it is 
 

 
 
Prayer of thanksgiving 
 Gracious God, 

we thank you for safely guiding us to this place. 
Today we come to worship you 



4 
 

from a variety of backgrounds, 
from all walks of life, yet one in the Spirit. 
We humbly give thanks 
that you guided representatives of churches  
to gather as a communion of Reformed churches,  
to answer your call for unity as one body of Christ  
and to declare their commitment to walk and work together. 
Here we are now, 
with the same commitment and zeal, 
celebrating your steadfast love and never-ending mercy. 
Grace us with your presence, 
so that our fellowship with each other and our discussions 
may strengthen our endeavours to manifest the visible unity of your church 
and consolidate our bond of love for the goodness of your creation. 
Lead us with your light, so that we may become the light of the world. 
All glory and honour are yours, almighty God, 
forever and ever unto the ages of ages. 

 Amen. 
 
 
♪ Reamo leboga 

 
 
 
[Please be seated.] 
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Prayer of confession 
God of mercy, 
you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, 
to reveal your love for all people. 
We confess that we often hide the brightness of your light 
when we forget how much you love us and our neighbours, 
when we ignore those in distress, 
when we treat others as inferior to us 
or as slaves without access to human rights, 
when we considers those who are different from us unworthy. 
Turn us to your light,  
so that each person might know they are loved by you. 
 
♪ Ch’iu Chu lienmin women (Lord, have mercy on us) 
 

 
 
 
Jesus calls us to be the light of the world. 
to spread rays of life. 
We confess that we often hide the brightness of your light 
when we feel helpless facing the dark energy of the powerful ones in the world, 
when we are reluctant to seek peace and to strive for justice, 
when we are careless about the society and environment where we live in, 
when we love more those who are strong, respected, or popular, 
when we focus more on the differences that separate us 
than on our commonalities that unite us. 
Turn us to your light, 
so that we may be the beacon leading to you. 
  
♪ Ch’iu Chu lienmin women (Lord, have mercy on us) 
 
Forgive us, God.  In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, 
and baptize us once again with your Spirit, 
so that, as forgiven and renewed people, 
we may radiate the love and life of Jesus Christ 
into our world. 
 
♪ Ch’iu Chu lienmin women (Lord, have mercy on us) 
 
 
Words of assurance  
Our God is a God of grace and mercy and love; 
know that our sins have been forgiven. 
May we be strengthened in all goodness. 
Since we have been raised with Christ, 
let us seek the things that are above, 
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where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 

Thanks be to God; amen. 
 
 
[You may stand.] 
 
 
♪ Gloria 

 

 
 
Prayer for illumination 
Living God, 
help us now to hear your holy Word with open hearts, 
so that we may truly understand; 
and, understanding, 
that we may believe; 
and, believing, 
that we may follow in all faithfulness and obedience, 
seeking your honour and glory in all that we do. 
Through Christ, our risen Lord.  
Amen.   (Huldrych Zwingli (1484-1531)) 
 
 
Gospel reading Matthew 5:1-16 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
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 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is 
no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
The Wisdom of God  
God’s word made new. 
 
 
[Please be seated.] 
 
 
Sermon  

Rev. Najla Kassab, President of the World Communion of Reformed Churches 
 
 
♪ Christ be our light 
 

 
 
 
 
Prayer of the people 
God, bless those who are in poor spirit, 
who feel empty inside and who dread the day. 
Let your light shine in their hearts. 
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God, bless those who mourn and grieve, 
who ache with loss for someone so much loved. 
Let your light shine in their hearts. 
 
God, bless the people who are meek, 
who do not grasp or shout or demand to be first in the queue. 
Let your light shine in their hearts. 
 
God, bless the people who are hungry for justice 
and who cannot wait for everyone to have their rights. 
Let your light shine in their hearts. 
 
God, bless all who are merciful, 
who have learned to forgive even those who hurt them hard. 
Let your light shine in their hearts. 
 
God, bless all who are pure in heart, 
in whom there is no vengefulness, but only love. 
Let your light shine in their hearts. 
 
God, bless the peacemakers, 
the ones who, by their words and deeds, can change the world. 
Let your light shine in their hearts. 
 
God, bless the persecuted ones, 
and keep them safe from those who would hurt them. 
Let your light shine in their hearts. 
 
God, so rich in blessings for your children, 
we rejoice in your promises and in your boundless and transforming grace. 
Let your light shine in our hearts.   (Susan Durber, with adaptation) 
 
 
The Lord’s prayer (in the language of your choice) 
 
 
[You may stand.] 
 
 
♪ This little light of mine 
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2. Every where I go … 
3. All through the night … 
 
 
Sending  
You are the light of the world. 

We are the light of the world. 

Seek shalom for the city where you are placed! 

By the power of the Holy Spirit,  
we will manifest the reign of God among us. 
 
 
Blessing 
The Lord who conquered darkness with light,  
give peace to us. 
The Lord who conquered death with life, 
give peace to us. 
The Lord who conquered hatred with love, 
give peace to us. 
 
The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord’s face shine upon us and be gracious to us. 
The Lord look upon us with kindness and give us peace.  
Amen. 
 
 
♪ Siyamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkhos’ (We are marching in the light of God) 
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